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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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                 weteam@horizonview.net         Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com. 

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127
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DECEMBER Christmas Party / Annual Meeting

Nearly thirty people joined us at the Christmas party!  We shared a delicious meal of stuffed 
chicken and roast beast (as Cindi Lou Who would call it) and then had our “robber’s gift exchange.”  
There was lots of laughter, tall tales, and fun for all.  

Annie McGuire was there, proudly sporting Stuart’s tartan.  Lots of us had on Christmas attire - 
sweaters, sweatshirts, red and green suspenders, and baubles that lit up!  A few adult beverages made 
the rounds as well as a bag of chocolate covered peppermints supplied by Darlene and our friends at 
Pike County Soil and Water Conservation District.  They also sent over two wonderful gifts, a rain 
barrel conversion kit (including the barrel!) and a bluebird house.  

We all had a wonderful time together and look forward to meeting again in the new year.  
Weather permitting, we may meet for a syrup-cooking demonstration in January.  Look for 

details on the Facebook group and on the SOFA website.  
In the meantime, I hope everyone has a very merry Christmas and a happy, healthy, and 

prosperous new year!
Kelly

Do you have a Management Plan for your woodlands?

Whether you’re a veteran Tree Farmer or a new woodland owner, now is the time to take stock of the 
past and plan for the future. Taking time to reflect on what’s happened during the year, how your woods were
affected and how your goals have changed can bring new focus and real rewards.

Your management plan is basically the road map for your woodlands, so taking time to review it helps
you identify your objectives and make sure you’re still taking steps to achieve them. Are there management 
activities—such as prescribed burns or thinning—you’ve done or would like to do?

Together, these questions reveal how your woodlands is doing and what changes may be needed to 
adapt to new circumstances in your life or the life of your forest. They offer a roadmap to new goals and 
plans for your property—and some more tangible benefits as well.                                                               

An up-to-date plan can provide useful accounting information at tax time, and proof that your 
woodland is a business if you’re claiming a profit or loss. If it includes a detailed inventory of what’s mature 
and ready for harvest, your plan can also enable you to take advantage of upticks in the timber market and 
other unforeseen opportunities. It also can aid in efforts with consulting foresters and other contractors 
working on your property.                                                                                                                               

     One interesting thing you can do is make a picture album of your woodland. Make a detailed 
diary of what you've been doing on your property. It will make a lasting memory for future generations.
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Buy,Sell, or Trade
John Hilger has a pair of Hall's, Kevlar lined, composite toe, chain saw boots

for sale. Worn only twice when he realized they were too big. Also included a bottle
of Pecard Boot Oil, and Kevlar, fire resistant boot laces. List price $160. Asking $100.
You can reach him at 937-402-7542.

Tentative SOFA Meetings 2023
January There will be a notice about a possible Maple Syrup day on Facebook (no regular meeting)
February Reptiles
March Prescribed Burns
April Kincade Fish Hatchery (Saturday)
May Trip to Camp Perry
June Kate Roy Farm Tour
July-October TBA
November Action / fund raiser                                                                                                                              
December Annual Meeting / Christmas Party

2023 MEMBERSHHIPS  ARE NOW DUE!!
Send to Jim Meacham   4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

A Note to all “inactive” Members:

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest
in our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your 
message (only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern 
Ohio, so sit down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 
P.S. We wouldn't mind hearing from “Active” members too!

A few of our “Maple Syrup People” are going to try to organize a day to demonstrate the maple syrup making 
process. It will all depend on the weather that makes this possible to happen. Watch the facebook page to get 
information, as this will only be if the weather cooperates. Times and location will be on facebook!!

THE FAMILY TREE

Little Johnny asked his father, “How were people born?” So his father said, “Adam and Eve 
made babies, then their babies became adults and made babies, and so on.”

Johnny then went to his mother, asked her the same question and she told him, “We were 
monkeys then we evolved to become like we are now.”

Johnny ran back to his father and said, “You lied to me! Mom said we came from monkeys!”
 His father replied, “No, your mom was talking about her side of the family.”
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester  

Fayette

740-774-1596  ext  109

Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson,

Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915

Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Clinton,

Highland, Pike

740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester Athens,

Morgan, Washington, Perry 

740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Jason Van Houten, DNR Forester

Madison, Franklin

614-265-6703

Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource Specialist

740-710-3009 

apsley.1@osu.edu   

Ben Robinson DNR Forester

Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026

Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest

outreach co-ordinator

740-753-0904

jdahl@centralstate.edu

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the 

newsletter!
 It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will 
be able to post entries.

This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, 
or other plan changes.

In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be 
able to join the group. 

Cop Story

This is the true story of George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi, who was going to bed when his wife told him 
that he’d left the light on in the shed. George opened the door to go turn off the light but saw there were people in the 
shed in the process of stealing things.

He immediately phoned the police, who asked, “Is someone in your house?” and George said, “No,” and 
explained the situation. Then they explained that all patrols were busy, and that he should simply lock his door and an 
officer would be there when available.

George said, “Okay,” hung up, counted to 30, and phoned the police again. “Hello, I just called you a few 
seconds ago because there were people in my shed. Well, you don’t have to worry about them now because I’ve just 
shot them all.”

Then he hung up. Within five minutes three squad cars, an Armed Response unit, and an ambulance showed 
up. Of course, the police caught the burglars red-handed.

One of the policemen said to George, “I thought you said that you’d shot them.” George said, “I thought you 
said there was nobody available.”

Forests & Water 
Forests act as a natural water filtration and storage system—

regulating stream flow and reducing flooding. They also help keep water 
clear by capturing contaminants before they reach rivers and streams, 
holding soil in place, and minimizing erosion and sediment runoff. We must 
protect our water supply from growing threats like catastrophic wildfires, 
but contrary to popular thinking, protecting our watersheds is an issue for 
everyone. 

In fact, more than 25% of U.S. freshwater flows through and is 
filtered by private and family-owned forests. Further, more than one-third of
the forests in critical drinking water watersheds that are at high risk for 
wildfires are privately owned. 

That’s why a key priority of the American Tree Farm System,® our 
nationwide network of family forest owners, is the implementation of 
sustainable forest management practices that ensure clean water.

The American Forest Foundation is also proud to support and 
participate in innovative partnerships  which aim to protect our water supply
through proper forest management and wildfire risk reduction. 
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S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

February 9th

Meeting place to be announced
Planned topic “Reptiles”

Meet at 5:30
Covered dish at 6:00

Meeting at 7:00

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

Who Me???


